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Five years ago after evaluating the performance
of our predecessors in office and assessing our
plans for the future, the people of Barbados
determined that the Democratic Labour Party
should preside over the destiny of this nation.

Once again, we present our Manifesto to
Barbadians and seek a renewal of the mandate
given to us in 2008.  A Manifesto is a statement
of intent, and embodies the vision a political
Party has for the people for whom the Manifesto
is intended.  It is not a shopping list of initiatives
randomly thrown together, hopefully to impress
those who read it.

In any five-year electoral cycle, it is important
that a Party remains faithful to the vision
articulated in its Manifesto even if it is not able
to implement every initiative it contains.

This Manifesto envisions a Barbados that is
socially balanced, economically viable,
environmentally sound and characterized by
good governance.

Why socially balanced?  The greatness of any
society is not measured by how well a minority
of the population is doing.  It is measured by the
extent to which every man, woman and child, of
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whatever station in life, can find his or her place
and can realise his or her God-given potential.
Social balance is a prerequisite for social stability.

Why economically viable?  In pursuing the goal
of economic development, it is important that the
economy be equipped with the capacity and the
flexibility required to satisfy the many and varied
needs of the population.  The presence of capacity
and flexibility is the surest guarantee that
ambitions for the economy will not outrun or
outpace its capabilities.  Viability ensures that
we always set targets that can be achieved within
the context of both our needs and our
endowments.

Why environmentally sound?  We all have to
live, move and have our being in the protection
of the environment.  Daily, as we interact with
one another we also interact with nature.  The
contest with nature which characterized man’s
relationship in earlier times, has now become a
contract with nature in our times.  A degraded
and unhealthy environment is a threat to man’s
very existence on this planet; and this Manifesto
recognizes that important fact.

Why Good governance?  Good Governance is
characterized by the principles of participation,
consensus, accountability, transparency,
responsiveness, effectiveness and efficiency,
equity and inclusion, and the rule of law.  It
assures that corruption is minimized, the views
of minorities are taken into account and that the
voices of the most vulnerable in society are heard
in decision-making and the allocation of
resources.

I invite the people of Barbados, therefore, to join
the Democratic Labour Party on this exciting
journey to the creation of a Better Barbados.  This
journey emphasizes hope rather than despair,
light rather than darkness, and movement rather
than stagnation.  This journey aims at human
fulfilment and development.  It does not aim at
numerical worship and statistical purity.  This
is the true way of the Democratic Labour Party.

DEMS NOW, DEMS AGAIN:  FIRST TERM

FOR PLANTING, SECOND TERM

REAPING.
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The visionary leadership of  the late Rt. Excellent
Errol Walton Barrow, National Hero, in building an
educational infrastructure and superstructure to
deliver fifty (50) years of  free Secondary and Tertiary
Public Education has blessed us with a highly
educated citizenry that allowed us to enter the 21st
century with the competence and confidence to face
any challenge that came our way.

Within the first decade, our mettle and resilience were
severely tested.  Unfortunately, the Barbados Labour
Party Government of  1994-2008 through its reckless
abandonment of  the structural adjustment strategy
implemented by the Lloyd Erskine Sandiford
Administration in 1992, bequeathed to the new
Democratic Labour Party Administration an
economy that was more structurally dependent on
Tourism, International Business and Financial
Services than in 1994.  In its “wisdom” the Barbados
Labour Party decided that Agriculture and
Manufacturing were dead and that Barbados must
rely only on services.  While the going was good, the
Barbados Labour Party practised fiscal recklessness
through the pursuit of  unsound fiscal practices,
including off-book financing, lack of  provision for
the financing of  large infrastructural projects, and
less than transparent financing arrangements for
projects with a claim to the country’s foreign reserves.
The rate of  increase in the National Debt grew rapidly
in a time of  healthy growth rates in revenue.  That
was facilitated by the implementation of  the Value
Added Tax, and strong growth in the economies of
our major trading partners.  Basically, the house that
the BLP built was ill-prepared for the global economic
storm that rocked the world in 2008.  The economy
was signally unsuited for the challenges posed by the

onset of  the most devastating financial, economic
and social crisis in 100 years.

As the storm clouds gathered in 2008, the electorate
of  Barbados instinctively turned to the Democratic
Labour Party and embraced its popular vision. But,
in his Budget Address of  2009, the late Prime
Minister, Hon. David Thompson was frank with the
electorate.  He reported that the new DLP
Administration coincided with the escalation of the
US financial crisis in September 2008, which ushered
a severe downturn in the global economy.  He said:

“Global GDP contracted by an alarming 6.25
percent (annualized) in the fourth quarter of
2008, a swing of 10.25 percentage points from
4.0 percent growth a year earlier.  In addition,
financial markets continued to face persistent
liquidity shortages, thereby placing pressure on
financial institutions.  Within the USA, GDP
growth contracted by 6.3 percent in the fourth
quarter of 2008 and by 2.6 percent at the end
of the first quarter of 2009. This pushed the
unemployment rate up to 8.5 percent.  It is
projected that growth will fall by 2.8 percent
in 2009 and remain at zero in 2010.  In the
UK, one of our major markets, economic growth
fell by 4.1 percent during the first quarter of
2009 compared with positive growth of 0.4
percent for the corresponding period in 2008.
Overall, it is expected that growth will fall by
4.1 percent in 2009 with marginal positive
growth in 2010.  In Canada, which is also a
major trading partner, real GDP is expected
to decline by about 6.5 percent for the first
quarter of 2009, as against the 1.6 percent
growth in the same period in 2008.  It is
projected that the real decline will be 2.5
percent in 2009 but that growth will return in
2010 at 1.2% for that year.”

OVERVIEW
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Faced with a crisis of  unprecedented dimensions, the

extent and duration of  which are still puzzling to

experts, the Democratic Labour Party dedicated itself

to holding the society and economy together, and to

building a more caring, just and gentle society.  As

the Hon Freundel Stuart said in an address to the

fifty-seventh Annual Conference of  the Democratic

Labour Party:

“Our First responsibility to Barbadians and all
residents was to conduct the affairs of state in a
manner that would moderate the social and
economic costs of the current economic
downturn.  We exercised great care to be
guided by the emerging evidence and not
pursue a policy and strategy based on dogma
or the historical experience and conventional
wisdom pertaining to earlier economic
recessions that impacted our economy.  It is

easier to be wise after the event.  My
Government is ever conscious that there is no
room for playing fast and loose with the
livelihoods of our people.  We eschewed easy
solutions, always mindful that the late Right
Excellent Sir Frank Leslie Walcott cautioned
often that ‘easy lessons are for dunces’.  We
challenged our advisers in the public service,
the Central Bank of Barbados, and other
advisory bodies, to research the issues and
provide us with their findings and
recommendations.  We enquired of each body
concerning the social costs and benefits of each
recommendation.  We adopted this approach
to decision-making because at the centre of my
Government’s philosophy is the view that the
acid test of the quality of economic development
is the impact of economic expansion on the
quality of life of the broad masses of our people.”
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� Absence of  threat to the exchange parity of  the

Barbados dollar;

� A sustained solid foreign reserves/import cover;

� Capacity to satisfy legitimate demands for foreign

exchange;

The DLP Administration has been guided by that

approach and has managed the affairs of  state

competently.  Our achievement have been fully

documented in the published handbook “DLP
Performance 2008-2012”.  These achievements

include:
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� Keeping all public servants employed;

� Maintaining our social safety nets for the most

vulnerable;

� Keeping the Social Partnership intact;

� Completion of  several low and middle income housing

projects;

� Management and completion of a number of major

public infrastructure projects on time and within

budget;

� Enacting landmark labour legislation to secure and

protect the rights of  workers;

� Establishing a number of  programmes to help

working families cope with economic challenges;

� Mobilizing and empowering young people and

communities.

During the next five years a new Democratic

Labour Party Administration will implement
policies and programmes to:

� Reduce our dependence on fossil-fuels and
embrace the Green and Blue Economies;

� Transform agriculture to produce high value-
added products;

� Rebuild the physical infrastructure;

� Inject new life into manufacturing;

� Deepen the diversification of  our Tourism
markets, and expand the Heritage and
Diaspora thrust;

� Enhance the attractiveness of  Barbados as a

place to do business;

� Provide sustainable solutions in the areas of

solid waste management and water scarcity;

� Establish institutional arrangements to train

Barbadians to benefit from the opportunities

for access to good paying jobs, including an

I.T software industry;

� Develop the human potential to higher levels;

� Support the thrust towards entrepreneurship;

� Support an environmentally attractive
Barbados where any kind of pollution,
including noise pollution, is reduced
considerably.

The economic and social goals contained in our
Manifesto prepare the path to a better livelihood for
all.  Fellow Barbadians, we invite you to adopt and
vote for the policies and programmes promoted in
this Manifesto and presented to you as FOUR

PILLARS OF OUR FUTURE SUCCESS:

1. SOCIALLY BALANCED POLICIES;

2. ECONOMICALLY  VIABLE

DEVELOPMENT;

3. ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

PRACTICES;

4. GOOD HONEST GOVERNANCE.

We have preserved our society, and we now ask you

to join us as we continue to build a just society in
Barbados and create a new economy to meet the
challenges of  the new global environment.
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PILLAR ONE (1): SOCIALLY BALANCED POLICIESPILLAR ONE (1): SOCIALLY BALANCED POLICIESPILLAR ONE (1): SOCIALLY BALANCED POLICIESPILLAR ONE (1): SOCIALLY BALANCED POLICIESPILLAR ONE (1): SOCIALLY BALANCED POLICIES
BUILDING A  CARING AND PRODUCTIVE SOCIETY THROUGH...

EDUCATION
Our Founding Fathers understood that a nation

which fails to invest in its youth is a nation without a

future. The same thinking underpins the decision of

the Democratic Labour Party Administration (2008-

2013) to maintain levels of  support to students, raise

standards, and even extend provision like the Summer

Camp Programme, and free bus fares for all children
of  school age travelling on a Transport Board bus in
school uniform. Democratic Labour Party
Administrations invested more resources in the
building of  capacity at all levels of  the education
system than any other Government of  Barbados.

Our education system and its achievements are the
envy of  the world.  However, we cannot rest on our

laurels and we must now move with haste to create

an education system that also fosters a spirit of

enterprise and entrepreneurship and produces

persons with the skills for wealth creation, for a more

competitive job market and for effective living.  It is

for this reason the Right Excellent Errol Walton

Barrow in the Mirror Image Speech of  May 1986 so

clearly and inextricably linked education to running
our own country and paying our way thus:

“The DLP has an image that the people of
Barbados would be able to run their own
affairs, to pay for the cost of running their own
country, to have an education system which is
as good as what can be obtained in any
industrialized country, anywhere in the world”.
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THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Continue to implement the Caribbean
Vocational Qualifications (CVQ) and the
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ).

� Continue the roll-out of  the Caribbean
Certificate of  Secondary Level Competence
as an exit Examination for All School leavers.

� Ensure that the Barbados Community
College (BCC) increases the number of
Bachelor Degree programmes in the

“APPLIED” areas.

� Ensure that the BCC becomes a Centre for
applied research.

� Reduce the size of  secondary schools to

approximately 800 – 850 students.

� Build at least two new Secondary Schools.

� Develop Erdiston Teachers’ College into a
Centre of  Pedagogical Training and Research,
Professional Development and Curriculum
Reform.

� Ensure that prospective teachers are trained
before they enter the Teaching Profession by
introducing a B.Ed. in Teacher Education.

� Continue to develop programmes for “At
Risk Students” and for the differently abled

in our country.

� Improve the support services to students in
Primary and Secondary Schools.

� Continue to develop programmes and

training in specific areas of Education: Early
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Childhood Education, Physical Education,

Special Needs Education, Remedial

Education, Reading etc.

� Introduce Entrepreneurship and Innovation

Studies at all levels in the education system.

� Promote Entrepreneurship by establishing

New Venture Competitions in schools.

� Continue its programme to equip more

Secondary Schools to deliver Sixth Form level

tuition.

� Continue the expansion in the range of
subjects available for study at the Sixth Form
level, through the establishment of  Centres
of Excellence.

� Establish additional campuses of the
Barbados Community College and Samuel
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic in the Northern
and Eastern parishes using the latest
technology.

� Introduce an Income Tax Credit of  up to

$5,000 on the interest on loans sourced from

the Students’ Revolving Loan Fund.

� Provide for an Income Tax Credit (BDS$

5,000) maximum per year, in respect of  the

cost of  tertiary education/training at an

overseas internationally recognized

institution.

� Work to ensure that the maximum level of

cost effectiveness is achieved in the delivery

of  quality education at all levels of  the
education system.

� Review the Education Act in order to
enhance accountability by the management
and staff  of  all educational institutions.

� Work closely with the University of  the West
Indies, Cave Hill Campus and other
independent educational institutions in
pursuit of  common goals and objectives.
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HEALTH
In just five years, the DLP has rescued the Queen

Elizabeth Hospital (QEH); and the QEH is well on

its way to being restored as a premier health care

institution in the Caribbean.  In just five years, much

progress has been made in resolving many of  the

problems that impacted adversely on the delivery of

health care. In the area of  primary health care the

Democratic Labour Party Administration

implemented corrective measures which have reduced

the burden experienced by the public during the

period of neglect, 1994-2008.  An analytical, people-

centred and solutions oriented approach to the

challenges in the health sector, has borne fruit over

the last five years.  One of  the major challenges in

the health care sector has been the rise of  chronic

non-communicable diseases such as hypertension,

cardiovascular problems, strokes, cancer and diabetic

complications; and the need for highly specialized

and on-going services.  A new Democratic Labour

Party Administration over the next five years will

continue to implement programmes to strengthen

the quality and delivery of  primary health care, as

well as placing increased emphasis on preventative

healthcare.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Construct a new General Hospital;

� Expand community based health
programmes, including the delivery of
Community Mental Health care;

� Expand the range of  services at Polyclinics

– e.g. Dentistry, Ophthalmology, Diabetes,

Gerontology;

� Strive to achieve a more patient-friendly

health care system;

� Provide for improved access to diagnostic

services at Polyclinics;

� Improve physical facilities at all polyclinics;

� Expand training programmes for Polyclinic
staff;

� Provide for a  fully functioning St. John
Polyclinic;

� Restructure the management system for
polyclinics;

� Provide for the full operationalization of
Health Information Systems, including a
Digital Patient Record System at the QEH,
Psychiatric and Geriatric Hospitals and
Polyclinics.
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Elderly Care

� Subsidise home modifications such as grab

bars, anti-slip treatment for bathroom tiles

and other home safety devices through a new

programme, the “EASE” (Enhancement

for Active Seniors) Programme.  Each

household with an elderly member will be

able to access a tax credit of up to $2,000 for

approved home safety modifications.

� Expand community based elderly care
programmes;

� Make major renovations to all District
Hospitals;

� Restructure financing programme for Elderly
Care;

� Support a Reverse Mortgage policy;

� Expand rehabilitation services.

Mental Health

� Introduce a new Mental Health Act;

� Expand community based mental health
programmes;

� Engage more Psychologists in delivery of

Mental Health programmes.

Environmental Health

� Expand Public Education programmes on

Environmental Health;

� Establish an Enforcement Unit for
Environmental Health Issues;

� Enhance training programmes for

Environmental Health Officers;

� Strengthen Vector Control programmes.

Pharmaceutical  Programmes

� Institute a new Pharmaceutical Policy (already

approved by Cabinet);

� Continue rationalization of  the Drug

Service to make it more patient friendly

and sustainable;

� Strengthen relations with suppliers to
ensure continuous supply of  essential
medicines at affordable prices.

Health Education

� Invest in the delivery of  continuous Health
Education to empower our people to make
prudent choices when purchasing health care
services from the private market.



11

YOUTH, SPORT AND CULTURE

YOUTH
 The Government has listened carefully to the dreams

and aspirations of  our young people and after

intensive dialogue and consultation, has secured the

approval of  Barbados’ first National Youth Policy

through all stages - the youth themselves who assisted

with its preparation, the Cabinet and Parliament.

Implementation of  this far-reaching Policy has already
started and will be continued over the next five years
to accelerate the development of  our youth.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Create employment opportunities for youth
through entrepreneurship and other
empowerment strategies;

� Develop Youth Innovation Centres;

� Establish a Youth Development Board;

� Launch immediately a Youth in Agriculture

programme to offer commercial

opportunities in livestock farming, food crop

production and horticulture;

� Establishment of  a voluntary National Youth

Service Programme;

� Provide greater access to youth to the services

of  the Barbados Youth Service (BYS),

through a staged decentralisation of  the BYS,

commencing with a pilot project.

SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

The importance of  sports cannot be overstated.
Sports can be the basis on which an individual or
community can engage in healthy living, thus reducing
the risk of  chronic disease.  Sports also provide
avenues for the channelling of  youthful energy.
Participation in sports develops discipline, self-esteem
and self-confidence and sharpens social skills.
Beyond building character, sporting activity may lead
to many career possibilities.  A new Democratic
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Labour Party Administration recognizes the urgency

for a greater focus on sports development in light of

the opportunities available to our youth to aspire to

remunerative careers in sport.  It was estimated that

the global sports industry grossed $141 billion in

2012.  A renewed focus on sport development in

communities pays high dividends with respect to

reduction in the rate of  growth in chronic non-

communicable diseases and crime. Once Barbados

becomes a model in this area, other benefits are likely

to follow for other sectors.

 THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Restructure the National Sports Council to
deliver on the new National Sports Strategy
which will focus on a ‘Team Barbados’
concept;

�üImplement the National Sports Council’s
Strategic Plan over a five-year period with its
main thrust to transform sports into a full-
fledged industry.  This will include the hosting
of  major international sporting events; and
the development of  Professional and Semi-
professional Sporting Leagues in association
with the national bodies;

� Enact the country’s first Sports

Development Act to provide incentives to
the sports industry;

� Establish a Sports Hall of Fame to honour
our sporting greats;

� Enter into a public-private partnership to

establish a High Performance Centre;

� Introduce a rolling Olympics Plan in

association with the Barbados Olympic

Association and the relevant national

associations;

� Allocate resources to the Barbados

Community College to deliver education and

training  programmes for coaches at various

levels, including a Coach Certification

Programme;

� Increase the complement of  technical staff

to assist all Primary and Secondary schools

in a wide range of  sporting activities;

� Continue to put emphasis on Community
Sports;

� Construct more facilities for sports across
Barbados to ensure greater community access
to avenues for sports activities;

� Collaborate with the Division of  Youth
Affairs in the roll-out of  specialized sports
programmes;

� Take our indigenous Road Tennis game to
higher heights, including the hosting of  the
first World Road Tennis Tournament to be
held in Barbados, and establishing
entrepreneurial opportunities for the
manufacturing of  sporting goods in this
sport;

� Transform the National Stadium into a

modern facility to compliment the laying of

the new track;

� Explore the development of   a new sporting

complex at a 43-acre green site at Boarded
Hall;

� Establish for the first time an annual

International Sports Careers Symposium/
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Showcase to expose our youth to the career

opportunities in sports;

� Focus specific attention on the development

of  local sporting organisations through

provision of  management training and

assistance with the modernisation of

Constitutions;

� The National Sports Council will also act as

a clearing house to facilitate the flow of

information and collaboration among

sporting organisations;

� The National Sports Council will strengthen
its IT capabilities to appropriately manage this
process;

� Through the National Sports Council, focus

more attention on increased participation in

sports for all Barbadians;

� The National Sports Council will promote

the Seniors/Masters concept through the

introduction of  a Seniors Sporting

Extravaganza, modelled on the National

Senior Games but targeting team sports;

� Place greater emphasis on disability sports

e.g. Paralympics, Blind Sports and other

events for disabled persons;

� In addition, the National Sports Council will
embark on a programme of  systematic
upgrades to ensure that its facilities cater to
disabled persons;

� Introduce a structured talent identification
programme at the school and community
level;

� Facilitate greater use of  research and planning
for the development of  sports in all
educational institutions;

� Increase financial  and administrative support
for Disability Sport as well as Senior  Sports;

� Encourage closer collaboration with the

International Sports Federations (ISF) such
as Sport England, USOC, Singapore Sports
Council etc. to solicit network support in

various areas such as cycling;

� Provide for regular audit of  sports facilities
in schools, and provide for their servicing;

ü�Facilitate the introduction of  workshops and

seminars on a range of  various sport-related
topics on an annual basis.
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CULTURE
The cultural industries have been identified as

potential growth industries to help diversify the

Barbadian economy.  These industries are dealt with

more fully under the Economic Pillar below.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Implement the Cultural Industries

Development Act which will further diversify

the Barbados economy by providing avenues

for the creation of cultural businesses and
other forms of  employment.

� Establish a Regulatory Agency to administer
the Act.

� Establish a Cultural Heritage Unit within the
Ministry of  Culture to ensure the effective

management of  properties within Historic

Bridgetown and its Garrison and other sites.

� Accelerate already initiated efforts to secure

entrepreneurial opportunities for the youth

of  the City and the Garrison area, in

particular in the areas tour guiding and other

business ventures.

� Bring the Daphne Joseph Hackett Theatre

back to life.

� Pursue the acquisition of the Globe Cinema
and transform it into a Centre for the Creative
Arts.

� Pursue two other UNESCO inscriptions: the
‘The Industrial Heritage of  Barbados - The
Story of  Sugar’ and ‘The Scotland District’.
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BUILDING STRONGER FAMILIES

– THE FOUNDATION OF VIBRANT SOCIETIES

Successive Democratic Labour Party Administrations

through their social policies have contributed more

to enable individuals and families to graduate from

the low income class to the middle class than any

other administration. In spite of  the adverse impacts

emanating from the current global financial and

economic crisis the DLP Administration of 2008-

2013 also explored every feasible opportunity to
moderate the effects of  a contracting economy on
the middle class. The Democratic Labour Party is

cognisant of  the importance of  a thriving middle

class to the continued socioeconomic

development of  Barbados.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Implement a programme that facilitates
access to house spots of  approximately 5,000
square feet at $15 per square foot.

� Increase the threshold for assessing land tax
from $190,000 to $250,000.

� Offer fiscal incentives to promote the
development of  building societies to facilitate
home ownership by the middle class.

� Provide tax credits up to a limit of  $500 to
subsidize the cost of membership of a

registered physical fitness facility.

� Remove fiscal imposts on medications for

diabetics, hypertension and other chronic
non-communicable illnesses.

� Remove taxes on aids and equipment for

physically handicapped persons.

� Provide fiscal incentives to encourage private

sector employers to establish day care facilities

(after school) in their work places.

� Establish the legal framework for Reverse

mortgages.

� Increase child allowance to $2,000 per child
and the number of  children that can be
claimed against taxable income to three.

� Introduce an allowance of  $2,000 per year
for dependent parents.

� Expand the highly successful initiative
‘Endless Possibilities’, to bring benefit to
even more Barbadian youth.

� Develop a Strategic Plan for this programme
which will be used as a key national strategy
in combatting deviancy and socially
unacceptable behaviours.

� Continue its focus on HIV/AIDS

Management. A National Strategic Plan for
2014-2018 will be implemented. Efforts to
intensify behavioural change will be

accelerated and we will expand interventions

and programmes through the Civil Society
Organisation (‘CSO’) Grant Programme.

� Accelerate its already aggressive and highly
successful move towards the development of
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a full-fledged Children’s Village at Nightengale,

Black Rock, St. Michael.

� Renovate and expand the Day Care Facilities

at Haynesville, John Beckles, Marion Hall and

Sayers Court and extend additional nurseries

where possible.

� Construct an ultra-modern Day Care Facility

at Fontabelle, St. Michael to provide

immediate relief  particularly to single

mothers who work within the Bridgetown
catchment area.

� Explore the provision of  night care facilities
as a solution to the growing trend of  parents

who work at night and have no options for

the care and monitoring of  their children.

� Implement a system to fast track child abuse

and child protection matters within the Police

Department and the Court System.

� Introduce a “Structured Active Start”
programme in the primary schools with the

intention of  exposing our children with their

varied learning styles, capacities and

capabilities to maximise their opportunities
for growth and development in sports, arts

and culture.
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GENDER EQUALITY THROUGH WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

Our record on Women’s rights is commendable. As

Barbados continues to make great strides towards

true GENDER EQUITY we recognise that a critical

catalyst to this is WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT.

We also recognise that in a country in which a

significant percentage of  our households is female

headed, women’s empowerment is vital to the

sustainable development of  our society and economy.

The empowerment of  our women is:

� Essential to the realisation of Human Rights

for all.

� Necessary for the realisation of  equal
opportunity for all people.

A New DLP Government will actively pursue

Gender Equity through policy-making and

programming targeting women and males at risk.

Specifically these will address the following:

� Women’s Reproductive Health

� Balancing Work and Home Life

� ICT programmes aimed at Enhancement of
Skills, Knowledge, Access to and Use of
Information Technology.

� Creation of  a Virtual Space to provide
important information on violence against
women and a safe place for Victims and
Survivors of  Violence to discuss experiences

and seek help.

� Provision of  a Fund to assist female Victims
of  Domestic Violence who have to leave their

homes.

� The fostering of  equitable work and life

balance for women and men.
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UNLEASHING THE POTENTIAL OF THE DIFFERENTLY-ABLE

COMMUNITY
A Democratic Labour Party Government is

committed to ensuring that all individuals are

provided an opportunity to actualize their potential.

We hold to the view that a society that discriminates

against any class of  its citizens cannot attain its

maximum level of  development. This philosophy

informs our policies pertaining to the differently able

community.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Introduce rebates on school fees for children
with special needs;

� Remove import duties and VAT on Orthotics,
assisted learning devices and mobility devices
for children with special needs;

� Continue the Needs Assessment programme;

� Continue the Ramp Construction

programme;

�  Amend the Road Traffic Act, to make it a

more serious offence for persons to abuse

the designated parking;

� The change of  the rules governing Social

Security so that not only blind and deaf
persons receive the Non-contributory
pension, but other persons with disabilities
who are currently barred from receiving and
often denied welfare;

� Foster a programme of  encouraging active
volunteers to service the needs of  the
differently able community;
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� Expand the range of  recreational activities

available to differently able persons;

� Increase the distribution of  assistive devices

to clients including prostheses;

� Continue the installation and distribution of

fire alarms;

� Continue and improve the Sign Language

programme;

� Increase the range of  activities for Disability
Sports and offer greater levels of  assistance
to their organizations;

� Expand the range of  technology services that
are available to blind persons;

� Continue the HIV/AIDS programme for
persons with disabilities;

� Continue to organize an annual exhibition day

for the Differently Able;

� Train individuals to make better use of  the

print and electronic media;

� Collaborate with institutions of  learning to

supervise differently abled students;

� Encourage and support on-going research

pertaining to the challenges confronting the

differently able;

� Complete the relocation of the National
Disabilities Unit to a location accessible by
the differently able;

� Work for the final ratification of  the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of  Persons

with Disabilities.
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EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

The Constituency Empowerment Programme is

an innovative approach to local governance in

Barbados. This is the first occasion that a programme

was designed to give to communities direct control

over public resources to improve themselves.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Support the deepening of  Good Governance

through the Constituency Councils;

� Support the development of  Councils into
established advocacy groups;

� Strengthen the institutions of the Councils

to support their development of  database

concerning community needs;

� Provide the Constituency Councils with more

resources to execute their various

programmes;

� Support the Councils’ efforts to build a cadre

of  volunteers;

� Facilitate Constituency Councils to meet the
educational, employment, recreational and
related needs of  communities.
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS POLICY
A re-elected Democratic Labour Party

Administration, conscious that the workers’

movement influences and is influenced by changing

economic and social trends is committed to ensuring

that workers are treated with respect.  The Social

Partnership that provides for representatives of

workers to participate in the shaping of  public policy

is testament to the progressive policies implemented

by Democratic Labour Party Administrations. The

philosophy of  ‘voluntarism’ with respect to the

resolution of  industrial relations challenges has served
Barbados well. A Democratic Labour Party in
government will continue to support voluntarism

and strengthen that system through the introduction
of  training programmes in mediation and
conciliation.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Provide for the voluntary recognition of  trade
unions, or by a threshold of  thirty percent
(30%) of  the workforce of  an establishment
determined by survey;

� Protect workers from termination for strike
action;

� Legislate provision for a service allowance for
workers who wish to transition from

employee to contractor/self  employed status;

� Establish a college for public servants which

will utilize a blended approach to learning;

� Provide for the recruitment of  a Public Sector
Reform Manager at the level of  the Governor

of Central Bank of Barbados or the Chief

Executive Officer of  the Financial Services
Commission;

� Provide for the benchmarking of  Public
Sector Performance and Annual Awards to
outstanding public servants;

� Establish a ‘Sir Frank Walcott’ chair at the
University of  the West Indies to promote the
Barbados Brand of  Social Partnership;

� Provide National Development Scholarships
for training of  certified Mediators and

Conciliators and establishing a regime of
Conciliation and Mediation in industrial
relations;

� Establish a permanent structure for the Social
Partnership with a linking mechanism to

facilitating the integration of  our society and

economy;

� Promote employee share option schemes.
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COOPERATIVES THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Support the institutional strengthening of  the

secondary body with a view to providing

services to the primary bodies for a fee, in

particular to the smaller Credit Unions that

are experiencing difficulties in meeting their

statutory reporting requirements;

� Enhance the technical and financial capacity

of  the Cooperatives Department to deliver

education programmes for the purpose of

stimulating growth in housing, producer,
worker, and services cooperative societies,
(among other areas where thrift is necessary);

� Re-institute fiscal incentives to Credit Unions
when the economy returns to sustained
growth;

� Facilitate the establishment of  a Cooperative
Bank to enable the Credit Union sector to
expand the range of  services offered to its
members.

The Credit Union component of  the Cooperatives

sector continues to perform robustly.  At the end of

September 2012 membership in Credit Unions was

149,720 of  which two Credit Unions accounted for

approximately 73.6% of  the membership.  Some

small Credit Unions are experiencing challenges with

respect to satisfying the regulatory requirements in

the area of  reporting, and prompt scheduling of  their

annual meetings.  One of  the larger Credit Unions

acquired a mortgage company thereby expanding the

range of  services to its members.  Co-operators

General Insurance Company Limited, a business that

is wholly owned by the Credit Unions acquired a new

commodious headquarters.  The remainder of  the

cooperatives sector continued to record anaemic

growth during 2008-2013.  Total assets held by Credit

Unions stood at BDS$1.53 billion at the end of

September 2012.
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PILLAR TWO (2): ECONOMICALLY VIABLE DEVELOPMENT

An economically viable Barbados, operating in the

new global marketplace, will depend crucially on

creating a diversified, entrepreneurial economy.  This

is necessary if  we are to secure the future of  our

society.  Our approach is three-pronged, involving a

disciplined macroeconomic framework, a focus on

reducing the fiscal deficit and diversifying the

economy.

MACRO-ECONOMIC

FRAMEWORK

During the period 2008 to 2012 the Barbados
Economic Development Programme was
constrained by the persistent global economic
recession, especially in our principal trading partners,
and by the poor financial management of  our finances
during the previous fourteen years of  Barbados
Labour Party rule.  The major challenge for the
Democratic Labour Party Government was the large
accumulation of  debt left by the BLP Government.
The sustained economic recession impacted
negatively on tourism, our major revenue earning
sector, making it difficult to reduce the debt and the
consequential debt service, and at the same time meet
the commitments to the social development of

Barbados.  The Democratic Labour Party
Administration responded by developing and
implementing a Medium Term Fiscal Strategy, the

primary objectives of  which were to mitigate the

worst effects of  the global economic crisis on
Barbadians, preserve access to all social services and
reduce the fiscal deficit to sustainable levels over a

five year period.

Despite the difficult and challenging circumstances

that faced the Democratic Labour Party

administration, it did the following:

� Protected and maintained the parity of the

Barbados dollar;

� Met all debt service payments and all other

financial obligations;

� Maintained all employment in the public
service, including Statutory Corporations;
and

� Averted any decline in economic growth for
four of  the five years.

The Democratic Labour Party proposes to implement
strategies that will expand real growth in the economy,
increase Government revenues, reduce the tax share
of  Gross Domestic Product, and reduce the level of
the country’s indebtedness to an acceptable level.

The strategies will obviate the need for draconian
measures that threaten job security and roll back social
programmes that are central to the graduation of

families from the low income category to the middle

class.  A Democratic Labour Party administration will
implement policies and strategies that release the
energies of  our people as well as induce foreign

investors to consider Barbados as a preferred choice

for investing and create a new Barbados economy.
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The centrepiece of  our economic strategy will

be to create a Renewable Energy Revolution in

Barbados which will enhance the

competitiveness of  the productive sectors by

reducing energy costs as well as reduce the fuel

import bill, create new jobs and help to lower

the cost of  living.  The DLP has completed the

work on the budgetary measures of  2012 and on

return to office will:

� Immediately implement a Renewable Energies

Bill to pass the 2012 budgetary measures into
law.

� Establish a $150 million “Hotel
Refurbishment, Energy Efficiency and Food
Production Fund” within the NIS investment
portfolio.  The fund will have a mandate to
provide equity financing for investments
related to energy efficiency, especially
electricity generation from renewable energy
sources, in the Agriculture, Manufacturing

and Tourism sectors.

REDUCING THE FISCAL

DEFICIT AND THE NATIONAL

DEBT

The DLP Administration has pursued a policy of
protecting the ordinary Barbadian from the ravages
of  the Great Recession and maintaining the stability

of  the Barbadian society.  One consequence of  this

has been an increase in the fiscal deficit and the
national debt.  A new DLP administration is
committed to meeting the targets of  the Medium

Term Fiscal Strategy and we are prepared to make

the necessary adjustments to public expenditures to
meet those targets.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Aggressively pursue new Foreign Exchange

Earnings growth strategies as the most

sustainable means of reducing the fiscal

deficit and national debt;

� Reduce the levels of  Transfers and Subsidies

in line with the targets of  the Medium Term

Fiscal Strategy;

� Undertake an extensive programme of  tax

reform including VAT, Customs Duties and
Trade Taxes;

� Work with the social partners and negotiate
with Trade Unions, in particular, to craft a
policy to keep wage increases in line with
productivity improvements;

� Introduce performance-based pay in
consultation with workers’ representatives;

� Immediately embark on an extensive
renewable energy electricity generation
programme to reduce the operational costs
of  Government Departments and Statutory
Corporations by spearheading the use of
renewable energy for electricity generation;

� Reduce the operational costs of  Government
Departments and Statutory Corporations by
conducting an assessment of the operational

processes at each major Government

Department/Institution to determine how
they can benefit from an infusion of
appropriate technology;

� Reduce the operational costs of  Government
Departments and Statutory Corporations by
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merging Departments and entities that have

similar remits or are serving the same

interests;

� Carry out Value for Money Audits for the

ten Departments or programmes with the

largest expenditures;

� Upgrade Government procurement systems

to improve efficiency and reduce costs;

� Subject each Ministry and each department

to a Zero Based Budgeting process once

every five years;

� Ensure that the Annual Budgets for Statutory

Boards are prepared on a Zero Budget basis

once every three years;

� Insist that all projects likely to cost more than

$5 million be subject to a complete capital

investment plan and analysis before

commencement.
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CREATING A DIVERSIFIED ECONOMY
The task before a re-elected DLP Administration is

to build a new economy better suited to the new

global environment.  We must now create a highly

productive, green economy built on high value

exports of  goods and services, a dynamic Cultural

Industry, Renewable Energy, E-commerce and

E-Government, Agriculture, Tourism and

International Business all done with a spirit of

Entrepreneurship and Productivity.  Using the

acronym “CREATE” every effort will be made

to liberate the creative energy of  Barbadians at

home and abroad, as shown below.

Cultural Industries,

Renewable Energy

E-Commerce, E-Government & Technology

Revolution

Agriculture

Tourism & International Business

Enterprise and Productivity
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(A) CREATING A VIBRANT CULTURAL INDUSTRIES SECTOR:

BARBADOS TO THE WORLD
Within the Barbadian context, cultural industries are

categorized as the following:

Arts and Culture: Performing Arts, Visual Arts,

Literary Arts, Photography, Craft, Libraries,

Museums, Galleries, Archives, Heritage Sites,

Festivals, and Arts supporting Enterprises.

Design: Advertising, Architecture, Web and

Software, Graphics, Industrial Design, Fashion,
Communications, Interior and Environmental.

Media: Broadcast (including Radio, television and
cable), Digital Media (including Software and
Computer Services), Film and Video, Recorded Music
and Publishing.

The world has been wowed with our singing
sensations, Rihanna, Shontelle, Gabby, Red Plastic
Bag, Little Rick, Cover Point, Arturo.  These and
others have blazed a global trail for other Barbadians
to follow.  The scenic beauty of  Barbados was on
display in the films, “Chrissy” and “Hit For Six”, and
the Hush film series is a household name in Barbados.
The DLP Administration is committed to harnessing
the talents and energies of Barbadians into viable
commercial enterprises.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

Create the legal and institutional framework for

the development of  a vibrant Cultural Industries

Sector by:

� Implementing the proposals from the

National Policy for Cultural Industries in
Barbados;

� Passing a Cultural Industries Bill;

� Establishing a National Art Gallery;

� Establishing a Film and Digital Media

Commission;

� Establishing a Cultural Project Management

Unit within the Ministry of  Culture.

Particular focus will be placed on Film

production as this medium effectively combines

the full range of  Arts and Culture, Design and

Media, and is currently the most effective means

of  reaching a mass audience.  A new DLP

Administration will:

� Establish a School for the Visual and
Performing Arts;

� Aim for the production and release of at least
two Barbadian feature length films each year;

� Require that CBC Channel 8 devote at least
one hour of  prime time viewing on week-
days to local content;

� Facilitate the development of  outstanding
works and performances at NIFCA for the

television format;

� Mandate the Cultural Project Management

Unit to promote Barbadian films in selected
film festivals around the world.

A new DLP administration will provide fiscal

incentives to promote the establishment of

commercial ventures related to the cultural

industries by:
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� Granting eligible businesses a 200% income

tax deduction on expenditures related to the

establishment of  a new commercial venture

in the Cultural Industry such as film studios;

� Granting eligible businesses a  150%

deductible on interest paid on loans entered

into to finance a new commercial venture in

the Cultural Industry:

� A 50% reduction in the interest rate on loans

from the Student Revolving Fund for training

in Mobile and Web Applications

Development, Information Systems Security,

Network Technologies, Animation,

Videography and Nursing and Health Care.
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(B) CREATING A RENEWABLE ENERGY REVOLUTION (REV)

Barbados’ dependence on imported fossil fuel to meet

its energy needs came into sharp focus during the

last five years.   A small decline in consumption

between 2007 and 2011 could not prevent the

country’s import bill from escalating from $456

million to $787 million over the same period.  In

addition to draining foreign exchange, energy costs

impact every household, business, Non-
Governmental organization and the Government of
Barbados.  Achieving a reduction in energy costs will
go a long way towards reducing the cost of  living,
enhancing the competitiveness of  Barbadian business
and reducing the cost of  government in Barbados. A
renewable energy revolution in Barbados will be the
centrepiece of  the economic strategy of  a new
Democratic Labour Party Administration.  As stated
in our 2012 budget our aim is to replicate the success
of  solar water heating, in the area of  electricity
generation. In 2007, Barbados saved 15,000 metric
tonnes of carbon emissions and over USD 100
million in energy savings from the 35,000 solar
hot water heater systems that had been installed
at the time.  Think of what we can save if we
achieve the same success in electricity generation.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Seek to reduce the country’s cost of  imported
energy by $150 million over the next five

years;

� Reduce CO2 emissions, reliance on fossil

fuels, and cut electricity consumption by
significant amounts;

� Amend the Electricity Act to allow for the

disaggregation of  electricity services on the

island where specific rates or fees are

established for generation, transmission and

distribution;

� BWA will enter into a phased programme of

reducing their reliance on fossil fuel

generation by investing in one of  the
proposed 1MW Solar Farms that the BL&P
intends to propose to the FTC by the end of
the first quarter 2013;

� Install photovoltaic panels on the majority
of  government buildings, thereby producing
electricity for these buildings and selling the
excess to the national electricity grid;

� Source buses powered by renewable energy
for the Barbados Transport Board;

� Establish a Stakeholder Forum with all major
financial and banking institutions with the
objective of  implementing a “Rapid Finance”
initiative to fast track financing for
homeowners seeking to install renewable
energy electricity generation systems;

� Provide without charge the land and the

garbage for a waste-to-energy plant to
generate electricity for sale to the Barbados

Light & Power Co Ltd;

� Allow a private sector company, through an
appropriate bidding process, to have access
to the existing landfill mass to extract the

landfill gas for the generation of  electricity;
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� Encourage the production of  bio fuels

particularly from used cooking oils from

cruise ships and restaurants;

� Continue the exploration of  the conversion

of  animal and other organic waste into fuel;

� Examine the feasibility of  generating

electricity from wave energy;

� Acquire more definitive seismic data on the

prospects for oil and gas in the unlicenced

part of  the off-shore territory;

� Prepare a strategic phasing schedule for
negotiating additional licences in a way that
maximises the benefit to Barbados from this
likely resource;

� Have the Barbados National Oil Co Ltd use
its profits from crude oil production to
explore for more oil and gas reserves and
expand production of  oil and gas as such
reserves increase;

� Explore with Trinidad and Tobago the
construction of  a natural gas pipeline linking
Trinidad and Tobago to Barbados;

� Provide fiscal incentives to induce private
sector vehicles that finance renewable energy;

� Immediately provide $1 million dollars in
additional funding to the Samuel  Jackman

Prescod Polytechnic for the development and

implementation of  a training programme for
persons in PV installation (training
programmes);

� Immediately provide additional funding for

the training and hiring of staff within the

Government Electrical Engineering

Department to facilitate Government’s 5-year

vision of substantially increasing the

penetration of  PV and Wind generating

systems on the island to match that of  solar

hot water heaters.
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(C) CREATING AN E-COMMERCE, E-GOVERNMENT AND

TECHNOLOGY REVOLUTION

Barbados is in urgent need of  a technological

revolution as we seek to harness the Internet and

Telecommunications technology to further drive

economic growth and social development. As a

country we need to rapidly increase the spread of

broadband technology across the country and the

extension of  E-Commerce and E-Governance.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Reduce the cost of  internet and broadband
access to households by providing an income
tax  deduction of up to $2,000 for domestic
internet and broadband;

� Encourage the development of  E-Commerce
by offering businesses a 200% Corporation
Tax deduction on the capital costs of
establishing an E-Commerce website;

� Encourage the development of  E-Commerce
by offering businesses a 200% Corporation
Tax deduction on the interest paid on loans
entered into for establishing an E-Commerce
website;

� Encourage the development of  E-Commerce

by offering businesses a 150% corporation
tax deduction on expenditures for staff
training related to the operation of an

Ecommerce website;

� Implement a major upgrade of  ICT systems
throughout the entire public sector;

� Expand the provision of  e-government

services to include the payment of  Motor

Vehicle Licenses, Land Tax, and a variety of

Government fees;

� Encourage Application Development (web

technology solutions, cloud computing

services) by allowing locally owned IT

companies to develop at least 25% of  all

programmes required by Government;

� Establish an IT Incubation Centre to facilitate
entrepreneurial activity amongst students, and
invite entrepreneurs to use Incubation Centre
services so as to develop end products for
commercialization;  

� Complete on-going work pertaining to the
revision of  the Telecommunications Act;

� Continue to work with all our
telecommunications companies to examine
the mechanics of  setting up a local IXP in a
further effort to improve our
telecommunications systems. By establishing
a local IXP, Internet Service Providers (or
ISPs) will be able to interconnect directly,
locally, at no cost, rather than by purchasing

transit services from other ISPs who carry
the traffic from more distant IXPs on their
behalf;

� Through the Barbados Community College
(BCC) develop links with organizations such

as  Massachusetts Institute of  Technology

(MIT) to offer enhanced programmes in
Science and Technology;
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� Establish a Research Department at the BCC

whose mandate will be to develop new

hardware technologies for the renewable

energy sector (for example new types of

batteries, new types of  solar panels etc.);

� Cooperate with regional and international

initiatives to establish a Computer Incident

Response Team (CIRT).  CIRT’s are

coordination centres dealing with security

problems and, as the names would suggest,

respond to major incidents.
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(D) CREATING A MODERN AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES

SECTOR

AGRICULTURE
As greater emphasis was placed on the transition of

Barbados into a service economy over the 1994 to

2008 period, Barbados became an even more heavily

food import dependent country. The food import

bill averaged approximately BDS$560.00 million

during the last five years. A new Democratic Labour
Party Administration is committed to the sustained
expansion of  production in key areas of  food
production. A target of  a ten percent (10.0%) increase
in food production during the next five years will be
set.  In addition, a reduction of  the food import bill
by at least 25% over the next five years will be
pursued.  A key element in achieving this will be the
modernization of  Agriculture and Fisheries to take
advantage of  the latest technology, which will enhance
the productivity of  the sector and increase its
attractiveness to young persons.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Introduce and enforce modern praedial
larceny legislation to help farmers protect
their production and provide guarantees and
partner with the insurance industry to

develop a crop insurance scheme to protect
farmers’ investment in agricultural
production;

� Lead the search for substitute ingredients to
reduce the cost of  livestock feed;

� Develop a Central Information System for

major ongoing agricultural production and

for  marketing activities and conduct a

comprehensive market study focusing on the

weekly consumption of  a range of  crops to

be produced locally, as well as designing an

effective crop rotation system;

� Increase fiscal support for investment in

Greenhouse, Hydroponic, Renewable Energy

and other technologies in agriculture and

provide incentives for Climate Controlled
Greenhouses or Protected Agriculture, which
would result in increases in yield of  over three
to six times greater than open field
agriculture;

� Provide for the payment of  agricultural
rebates directly to suppliers on the
presentation of  the relevant invoices by bona
fide registered farmers;

� Increase fiscal support for national farmers’
organisations to facilitate an increase in
agricultural production for domestic and
export markets;

� Reforest the Scotland District with coconut,
fruit and breadfruit trees for the supply of
food, and with timber for the furniture

industry;

� Restructure the land lease programme to

attract more young people into agriculture;

� Implement the Cane Industry Restructuring

Project (CIRP) to bring the sugar cane
industry to at least a commercial break-even

position;
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� Initiate an agreement with private owners of

sugar cane lands to facilitate consolidation

of  farms and effect better management, the

use of  more technology and the increase in

sugar cane yields;

� Increase the number of  personnel trained in

livestock farming by introducing programmes

in Livestock Management at the Samuel

Jackman Prescod Polytechnic.

FISHERIES

Fishing provides a livelihood for approximately 6,000
Barbadians and makes an important contribution to
our Gross Domestic Product.  The Democratic
Labour Party believes that the fishing industry can
play a greater role in our country’s economic
development.

A new DLP  Administration will:

� Provide for the participation of  the national

fisherfolk organisation in planning for

fisheries development;

� Consult with the national fisherfolk

representatives concerning the updating of

the 1993 Fisheries Act and Regulations;

� Increase the resources allocated to Fisheries

Research and Development;

� Reduce the fiscal imposts  on the cost of
operating fishing vessels;

� Facilitate the expansion of  deep sea fishing
to increase the harvesting of  additional
species of fish;

� Use the abandoned landfill at Greenland to
expand fish farming in shrimp, tilapia, and
other species of fish;

� Improve fish marketing to international
standards.
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(E) CREATING NEW HORIZONS IN TOURISM AND

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

TOURISM
Tourism continues to remain the lifeblood of  the

Barbados economy, and while tourist arrivals and

tourist expenditure have been adversely affected by

the Great Recession, Barbados remains a highly

desirable destination.  While the sector will remain

challenged by the prolonged recession in our major

source markets, Barbados needs to enhance its
competitiveness by:

� Upgrading and refurbishing existing
properties;

� Adding brand name hotels to its offerings;

� Diversifying its source markets to include the
leading emerging economies in India, China,
and Latin America;

� Capitalize on the Bridgetown World Heritage

designation;

� Undertaking investments in alternative energy

to reduce high energy costs.

 THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

Enhance the competitiveness of  the sector by:

� Establishing a “Hotel Refurbishment, Energy
Efficiency and Food Production Fund”
within the NIS investment portfolio;

� Immediately providing US$20 million dollar
investment for the retrofitting of  air-
conditioning and lighting systems in the Hotel
Sector as a means of  reducing energy costs;

� Establish a “Rapid Finance” mechanism for
electricity generation from renewable energy
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across the sector as a means of  further reducing

energy costs;

� Increase the rebate on land taxes for eligible

entities;

� Work with the BTA and BHTA to increase

the number of  Green Globe Certified hotels

and implement an international marketing

strategy promoting Barbados as a “green”

destination;

� Complete the restructuring of  the Barbados
Tourism Authority;

� Market the Needham’s point area as the
“Green Mile”;

� Facilitate arrangements to have Almond
Beach Village rebuilt with 500 rooms and
permanent employment of  1,000 persons;

� Complete the construction of  the Pierhead

marina to accommodate luxury yachts;

� Construct a new cruise pier to separate cruise

ships from cargo vessel operations;

� Seek to become a homeport for South

American Cruises;

� Facilitate the development of  Heritage

Tourism Projects;

� Aggressively seek to attract visitors from the

growing economies in Southeast Asia, China,
Latin America and Northern Europe;

� Roll out the National Awareness Host
Programme;

� Create an enabling environment to spur the
development of  Community Tourism and
expand attractions outside the West coast and

South coast tourist belts;
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

Despite the trauma of  the ongoing global recession

Barbados has been able to maintain its position and

reputation in the international financial services arena.

This sector is second only to tourism as a foreign

exchange generator and as a contributor to

government revenue. It offers remunerative

employment opportunities to nationals and generates

substantial demand for up-market residential and
business accommodation.   It is for this reason that
the Democratic Labour Party government responded
to the requests for upgrading legislation to meet the
needs of  rapidly changing markets.

The major challenges facing the International
Business sector are the increased levels of
international competition, the time it takes to pass
new legislation and the levels of  service across the
economy.  A new DLP Administration will be
singularly focused on meeting these challenges.

 THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Continue the restructuring of  the Corporate
Registry, staffing it with appropriate
personnel and technology to ensure that our

pace of  delivery and standard of  work in the
area of  Intellectual Property and Corporate
Registrations are on par with the best in the

world;

� Improve business facilitation by providing
larger staff  complements with the required

skills for the offices of the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel, the Solicitor General,

the Corporate Registry and Intellectual

Property Office, the Town and Country

Planning Department, and  throughout the

public service;

� Improve business facilitation by establishing

an integrative mechanism between the

Registry of  Corporate Affairs, the Financial

Services Unit, the Financial Services

Commission, Invest Barbados, and the office

of  the Chief  Parliamentary Counsel;

� Improve business facilitation by expanding
the range of  international business activities
that can be completed online;

� Improve business facilitation by reorganizing
the Town and Country Planning Department
to create a ‘one stop shop’ that brings
together all agencies that contribute to the
approvals process;

� Facilitate the establishment of  an
International Stock Exchange tailored for
offshore entities;

� Use its Embassies, Consulates and Trade
Attaches to promote the work in the
International Business sector;

� Provide tax incentives and concessions for
travel expenses incurred by professionals who
organize marketing trips and conference

participation and speaking engagements

promoting the sector globally;

� Allocate increased resources to attracting very
high net worth individuals in South and

Central America, Asia, the Middle East and

Europe;
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� Capitalize on Barbados’ existing

competencies and aggressively target

businesses in the Mining, and Oil and Gas

sectors;

� Negotiate at least five double taxation and

bilateral treaties each in Asia, South and

Central America and the Middle East;

� Expand the network of  Bilateral Investment

Treaties;

� Upgrade the legislation and train

professionals to target the development of

full industries in Wealth Management,

Insurance and Re-Insurance, Family Trusts

and Foundations;

� Ensure that Barbados remains among the

best regulated countries in all areas of

international business.
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(F) CREATING A CULTURE OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND

PRODUCTIVITY

If  we are to achieve the economic growth and

transformation we seek, in the face of  the challenging

global economic environment, as a nation we must

embrace a spirit of  entrepreneurship and become a

far more productive society.  The approval process

and implementation of  projects is simply below par

in Barbados.  We must cure the “Implementation
Deficit Disorder” in Barbados.  Our aim is to achieve
productivity growth of  2% to 3% per year, or in total
30% productivity growth over a decade. It is a
challenging target, but we have no choice but to rise
to the challenge if  we are to preserve our quality of
life in Barbados.  To achieve this target, individuals,
firms and the Government must embrace the latest
technologies, and we must develop policies and
programmes to target specific factors in our society
that impact negatively on productivity.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL

INTRODUCE:

Personal Productivity Tax Credits of  up to

$3,000.  These are:

� Reduce the cost of  internet and broadband
access to households by providing an income

tax  deduction of up to $2,000 for domestic
internet and broadband;

� A tax rebate of  up to $1,000 for workers who
do not take the full complement of  sick days

in a calendar year.

Corporate Productivity Incentives:

� A 200% deduction on the costs of

establishing a day care centre at the business

entity;

� A 200% corporation tax deduction for the

capital costs of establishing an E-Commerce

website;

� A 200% corporation tax deduction on the
interest paid on loans entered into
establishing an E-Commerce website;

� A 150% corporation tax deduction on
expenditures for staff training related to the
operation of  an E-commerce website.

Re-Engineer Government by:

� Reorganizing the Town and Country
Planning Department to create a ‘one stop
shop’ that brings together all agencies that
contribute to the approvals process;

� Providing larger staff  complements with the
required skills for the offices of the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel, the Solicitor General,
the Corporate Registry and Intellectual

Property Office, the Town and Country

Planning Department, and  throughout the
public service;

� Reviewing and improving the work processes

at Government’s major works departments;

� Assessing the operational processes at each
major Government Department/Institution
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CREATING A RE-INVIGORATED

SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZED

BUSINESS SECTOR

to determine how they can benefit from an

infusion of  appropriate technology;

� Insisting that all projects likely to cost more

than $5 million be subject to a complete

capital investment plan and analysis before

commencement.

� Establish a $10 million Loan Guarantee

Scheme to finance E-commerce and Digital

Technology projects for Small and Medium-

Sized Enterprises;

� Facilitate and encourage small businesses to

utilize the provision of  the Co-operatives

legislation to establish joint ventures for the

procurement of supplies;

� Establish showrooms, including a virtual

show room component, to display the
products of the small business sector;

� Facilitate the establishment of  a shoe factory
utilizing the skins from black belly sheep;

� Foster a working relationship with the
University of  the West Indies to broaden the
Research and Development base for small
businesses and to expand their capability for
innovation;

� Set up a process for the allocation of  vending
space across Barbados;

� Provide for the development of  the
condiment sub-sector by providing factory
space that meets international standards;

� Facilitate bulk procurement to the sub-
sector;.

� Facilitate an expanded export thrust especially

in Atlantic Canada and Continental Europe;

� Assist small businesses in meeting

international standards to facilitate growth in
exports.

Small business has been the primary vehicle for
growth in most economies and in Barbados this
sector has played its part in our social and economic
development.  During the last five years the
Democratic Labour Party administration
implemented a number of  programmes directly and
indirectly through its agencies to ensure the continued
growth and contribution of  this sector.

A new DLP Administration will seek to enhance the
competiveness of  this sector by improving access to
financing for Renewable Energy and Information
Technology projects and spearheading community
based businesses in the Cultural Industries.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Restructure the SMART ENERGY FUND
to improve access to financing for renewable

energy projects;

� Establish a $10million Loan Guarantee

Scheme to facilitate the establishment of
small community-based businesses in the

Cultural Industries;
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY
Small economies are challenged to develop
indigenous manufacturing businesses that are globally
competitive.  At the same time foreign owned
businesses that are developed based on invitation and
incentives tend to have uncertain tenure especially in
economically difficult times.  During the past five

years Barbados’ manufacturing and trade success has

been led mainly by indigenous companies producing
food, beverages, rum and chemicals. The share of
our Gross Domestic Product contributed by

manufacturing needs to be increased significantly in

order to provide foreign exchange for the economy
and provide an alternative to many of  the foreign
made products we consume.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Undertake an extensive review of  all trade
taxes so as to ensure adequate protection of
local producers, while removing unnecessary
protections to reduce the cost of  living;

� Support the establishment of  Research and
Development activities geared towards the

promotion of  innovation;

� Provide more fiscal support for the National

Council of  Science and Technology;

� Strengthen the capacity of  the BIDC, the
National Productivity Council and BIMAP

to mentor businesses with good prospects for
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exports or for expansion within the local market;

� Undertake a comprehensive survey of  the

manufacturing sector with a view to (a)

determining its major needs, and (b) craft

programmes to meet those needs;

� Aggressively explore opportunities for

exports in Latin America and in Southeast

Asia and Atlantic Canada;

� Work with local rum producers to double the

export of  rum by the end of  2016;

� Implement a programme to increase output
of  Sea Island Cotton for the manufacture of
high quality garments for the domestic and
exports markets;

� Aggressively explore opportunities for export

under existing Bilateral Trade Agreements e.g.

with Venezuela, Costa Rica, the Dominican

Republic and the CARIFORUM-EU

Partnership Agreement;

� Implementation of  phyto-sanitary standards

to meet WTO requirements for exporting

globally as well as country specific

requirements;

� Enable the BNSI to conduct testing,
inspection and certification to ensure that all
products satisfy the appropriate standards.

The road ahead is going to be challenging but we
invite Barbadians to work with us as we tackle the
process of  transformation.
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PILLAR THREE (3): ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

PRACTICES

THE INFRASTRUCTURAL PROGRAMME

(I) WATER
The quality of  public infrastructure in Barbados has

been a major factor in the high standard of  living

enjoyed by Barbadians. Our water infrastructure

assets have been aging and are in need of  upgrading
and extension.  Despite the depth and length of  the
recession the DLP Administration has undertaken
major infrastructural developments over the past five
years.  The Barbados Water Authority is in the process
of becoming more efficient in its operations so as to
provide the necessary amount of  water required for
the many development projects for which planning
permissions could not previously have been given.
These projects would, once approved and
implemented, significantly increase economic activity
in the country.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Undertake the West Coast Sewerage project;

� Expand water supply in the south and east

of the island;

� Immediately embark on a renewable energy

electricity generation project with the BWA
to help reduce operational costs.

(II) HOUSING
During the worst economic crisis faced by an

independent Barbados, this DLP Administration has

provided more lower and middle income housing

solutions in the last five years than the BLP provided

in the previous fourteen years.  The record of  the
Democratic Labour Party Administration of  2008-
2012 in the provision of  housing solutions, catering
to this category of  families is unrivalled.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Continue to  focus on reducing the backlog
of  housing solutions for low and low-to-
middle income wage earners;

� Reduce the cost of  home ownership by
increasing the threshold for assessing land
tax from $190,000 to $250,000;

� Partner with the private sector to construct
houses for middle income families and
individuals, replicating Emerald Park East and
West at Six Roads, St. Philip; Paradise Heights
and Oxnards housing developments located

in St. James;

� Continue to maximize land use through the
construction of  additional high rise

apartment buildings;

� Continue to promote the construction of

starter homes;
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� Use the Government’s land bank to make 2,500 house spots available to low income persons yearly.
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(III) URBAN AND RURAL

RENEWAL
The Democratic Labour Party Government is aware

that the state of  urban and rural Barbados will not

be improved by utilizing the ad hoc approach that

has previously characterized Urban and Rural

Development activities. As a consequence, the new

DLP Administration, while not abandoning its

capacity to respond to emergency situations, will

adopt a holistic approach to urban and rural
development.  This will entail:

� Facilitating the renewal of  Bridgetown by
partnering with UWI to fast track the
establishment of a city campus focused on
self-financing programmes;

� Facilitating the renewal of  Bridgetown by
granting the currently vacant NIS building
in Bridgetown to UWI for the construction
of  a new student dormitory;

� Attacking pockets of  poverty in a systematic
way focusing on entire districts rather than
individual units;

� Providing incentives for landowners, house
owners and enterprising individuals to

contribute to urban development particularly
utilizing partnership ventures;

� Providing technical and financial support to
small business development efforts in the

urban corridor;

� Completing connections to the Bridgetown

and South Coast sewage systems of
households by districts;

� Working with the Commission for Pan

African Affairs to build awareness of  urban

heritage through the development of  craft,

dance, sports and music festivals within the

urban area;

� Developing in conjunction with the

Department of  Youth special windows for

young men and women to explore new

ventures and to display new creations and

products;

� Working with Rural Development
Commission, National Housing Corporation
and the Town and Country Planning
Department to assess and define land
potential and utilization in the urban and rural

areas.

(IV) MAJOR ROAD(IV) MAJOR ROAD(IV) MAJOR ROAD(IV) MAJOR ROAD(IV) MAJOR ROAD

NETWORKSNETWORKSNETWORKSNETWORKSNETWORKS

The road network constitutes one of  the largest
national investments and impacts on national
productivity and the general quality of  life.  In the
face of  major economic challenges the DLP

administration had built up an unenviable record of

improving the road network in Barbados.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Expand the road from St. Lucy Parish Church
through St. Thomas to the Grantley Adams

Airport to four lanes and expand the Ronald
Mapp Highway to four lanes from Redman’s

Village to Mile and a Quarter in St. Peter;
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� Repair and rebuild those important bridges
that form an integral part of  our National
Park lands in St. Andrew, St. Joseph, St.
Thomas and St. John and execute major
capital works comprising the replacement of
bridges in the parish of  St. Andrew at Trio
Path; St. Saviours; St. Simons; Thompson

Bridge; as well as the construction and

rehabilitation of  road infrastructure in the
Scotland District, including at least three
major arteries that should remain open;

� Complete road rebuilding/repairs in the areas
of  St. Lawrence, Christ Church, St. Andrew,

and all other outstanding areas and construct

� Holders Hill link road to facilitate implementation
of  the West Coast Sewerage Project;

� Improve amenities for pedestrians and the
differently able in Bridgetown, Oistins,
Speightstown and Holetown, as well as school

frontages and other places of  interest in
collaboration with the Ministry of  Tourism;

� Establish official vending locations along the
ABC Highway;

� Construct roundabouts at St. Davids (Christ

Church); Groves (St. George); Windsor (St.

Philip); Turnpike (St. George) and develop the
round-about at the entrance to Sayers Court;
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(V) TRANSPORTATION
A reliable and safe public passenger system has been,

and continues to be critical to the economic and social

development of  Barbados.  Partial privatization of  the

system has manifested serious social and economic

challenges including the proliferation of  a subculture

that threatens to obliterate accepted social norms.  In

addition, private operators are reluctant to provide a

satisfactory service during periods of  slack demand, and

to residential areas that are sparsely populated.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Reduce the operating costs of  the Transport
Board by sourcing electric and hybrid buses,
which can be powered from renewable energy
sources;

� Establish two new terminals at the Fairchild
Street and the Seaview Terminal at Cheapside,
Bridgetown;

� Investigate the effectiveness of  ‘park and ride’

facilities near the junctions of the ABC and

Highways 1 to 7, to reduce the need to travel

to Bridgetown by private passenger vehicles;

� Implement monitoring technology for the

speedy detection of motorists who violate

traffic laws through the use of  public roads

without insurance of  vehicles or payment of

road taxes;

� Establish an effective inspection system on
all public roads in order to ensure that
malfunctioning vehicles are removed from
access to the public roads;

� Enact legislation to manage noise levels
emanating from private vehicles whether
through music, defective mechanical
systems,or specially designed mufflers to raise
noise levels.
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PILLAR FOUR (4): GOOD HONEST GOVERNANCE

In our forty-sixth year of  Independence one of  the
most worrying phenomena in our country is the

alienation of people from the political system.

Barbadians of  all ages and from all walks of  life often
perceive the political system as corrupt, ineffectual
and not serving their interests.  There is a need to

restore the image of  Government in Barbados to one

of  decency, ethical behaviour and serving the interests
of  the people, instead of  the interests of  powerful

groups and politicians themselves.

As shown above, the DLP Administration, during

its first five years in office, has addressed the challenge
of political alienation through the Constituency

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
The preservation of  the natural environment is

absolutely critical to the social and economic future

of  Barbados. For example, tourism, the major foreign

exchange earner is dependent on the natural resource

base of  the economy as a source of  land to provide

tourism infrastructure and the provision of  water,

food, a clean marine environment, and natural

attractions such as the Harrison’s Cave. Government

has an inescapable responsibility to assume the lead

responsibility for ensuring that the environment is

managed effectively. The process of  environmental
care is the concern of  every citizen and resident of
Barbados.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Commence the construction of  the West Coast

sewerage system promptly;

� Strengthen its regulatory and enforcement

programme;

� Expand the development of  green spaces;

� Provide additional play parks with emphasis on

high density population and low income

communities;

� In collaboration with the University of  the West

Indies promote Barbados as an International
Centre for technical expertise in Green
Economy Policy design and  implementation;

� Continue work to protect the West Coast
beaches.
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Councils and the National Youth Policy. It then took

the bold step of  finally passing Integrity Legislation

in Barbados.  The enactment and subsequent

implementation of  this important piece of  legislation

will go a long way to holding public officials

accountable.  The DLP has a leader with the

highest ethical standards and his Administration

will:

� Establish an Integrity Commission to

facilitate the implementation of the Act;

� Pass a Freedom of  Information Act;

� Reform the Management of  Public
Expenditure by:

a) Developing performance standards for
various units and departments of  central
government and statutory corporations;

b) Resourcing and Mandating the Auditor
General’s Office to conduct at least one
performance audit each year;

c) Working with the Trade Unions to develop
incentive pay schemes based on these
performance targets;

d) Undertaking a public education exercise to
raise appreciation of  the importance of  the
Public Accounts Committee’s (PAC) role
among PAC members, parliamentarians, the

press and the public in general;

e) Widening PAC membership to include

members from outside of  Parliament so as
to change the image of  an “opposition

institution” and allow it to benefit from the
presence of  experts in Accounting, Banking,

Finance and Law.

THE NATIONAL SECURITY

PROGRAMME
The central objective of  the Democratic Labour

Party’s National Security Programme is the

preservation of  the national security of  our people

at all times. Advancing this objective requires the

consolidation of  our national independence and

sovereignty; preserving our national values; protecting

our territory from foreign incursions; and maintaining

our support for the rule of  law. The ongoing quest

for sustained development that is facilitated by a
regional and international environment that is
relatively free from acts of  terror requires the forging
of  ties with Governments across the globe for our
economic and social progress and protection.

The Democratic Labour Party more than any other
political organisation in Barbados is the most
testedand trustworthy political organization to
achieve these objectives for the people of  Barbados.
We have been in the vanguard of  the Independence
Movement in our country, and therefore have a vested
interest in the nurturing and protecting our political
independence.  We prevailed against the reactionary
efforts of  a motley group, to secure sovereignty for
our motherland in 1966, thereby giving to all our
people hope, purpose and dignity as proud citizens
of  an Independent nation among the nations of  the

world.  We invite you to continue the journey with us
as we forge ahead with the building of  a society that
respects the intrinsic worth of  the human personality

irrespective of  class, colour, or creed.  We deserve a

society that is committed to promoting freedom and
human rights, self  discipline, tolerance, honesty, care
for our brothers and sisters, and a belief  in the

Almighty as the source of  physical and spiritual

sustenance.
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AN EFFECTIVE DEFENCE

FORCE
A major source of  insecurity and instability in today’s

world emanates from acts of  terrorism.  Small

countries may find that their territories will be used

as launching pads for terrorist actions.  Another area

of  great concern pertains to the unscrupulous

conduct by drug traffickers and smugglers who resort

to sophisticated means for advancing their trade. We

must guard against adventurists who have no regard
for the rule of  law.  We must be ever vigilant to protect
our way of  life.  Sustained economic and social
development is best secured in a stable and peaceful
environment.  It is for these reasons that our nation
requires efficient and effective security arrangements.

We must be prepared to manage natural disasters
which occur in our sub-region almost yearly, as well
as man-made disasters such oil spills, indiscriminate
dumping of  toxic waste in our sub-region, and aircraft
accidents. We must be ready to manage disasters that
occur on land and sea. Our country needs a cadre of
well trained, alert, highly motivated disciplined forces
at the centre of  our national life.  The record of
Democratic Labour Party Administrations with
respect to the protection of  our sovereignty is
unquestioned.  We established the Coast Guard in
the 1970’s. We supported the establishment of  the

Barbados Defence Force for the purpose of: (a)

Providing a first line of  defence against aggression
and external incursions; (b) Maintaining surveillance
of  our coastline and surrounding marine

environment; (c) Safeguarding the sovereignty and

independence of  Barbados, including our national
institutions; and (d) Aiding the civil power in cases

of  internal subversion, the maintenance of  law and

order, and national emergencies.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Improve the career prospects, the training

opportunities, and the counselling and welfare

services available to all BDF ranks and

increase the staff complement, capability and

resources of  the Force to enable it to better

deliver its missions;

� Enhance the Force’s capacity for gathering
intelligence and security information and
Improve the tactical capacity of  the special
forces;

� Maintain the Coast Guard as an integral
component of  the BDF, dedicated among
other things to the enforcement of  the law
and regulations pertaining to fisheries,
territorial waters and the economic zone, drug
interdiction, safety at sea, quarantine and
prevention of  breaches of  revenue and
customs legislation;

� Enhance capacity through the phased
replacement of  aging equipment; and
through the provision of  additional electronic
communications and equipment;

� Strengthen capacity in the areas of

construction and maintenance of  facilities,

equipment and vehicles;

� Strengthen its sports department for the
delivery of  its National Sports Development

Programme.
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MUTUAL SECURITY

COOPERATION
Contemporary events across the world reinforce

awareness of  the interdependence of  like-minded

nations.  Insecurity in a friendly country is a threat to

its neighbours, and friends in distant regions of  the

world. There is no question concerning the need for

the strengthening of cooperation in matters of

security among nations in our sub-region.  We will

work with our neighbours to strengthen

cooperation in security through the Regional

Security System.

LAW REFORM
The fundamental principle upon which a successful,
modern, justice system as a vehicle for creating and
maintaining the just society, is that laws are made for
man; man was never made for laws. In this regard
the process of  law making must be evolutionary. A
satisfactory legal system must be set in a dynamic
context. It must adjust to the changing mores and
aspirations of  a society. Law making must never be
at variance with any of  the practices that mould the
ethos of  the just society. Law making must therefore
take into account the religious, educational, cultural,
economic, social and political needs of  the society.

This, however, must be done  while adhering to the a
strict observance of  the protection of  rights,
especially those basic human rights which the

Founding Fathers of  our nation thought to be

fundamental to the protection of the basic freedom
as to enshrine them in our constitution.  In addition,
high priority must be given to those third-generation

rights which now form the basis for discussion on

man’s right to demand that the state provide him with

the requisite legal protection to enable him to freely

choose all those things which he himself  feels are

necessary to satisfy his right to self  determination.

All former barriers, imposed for whatever purpose,

must be removed.

Against this background it would be unsatisfactory

to contemplate leaving the development of  our justice

system to Parliament and the Courts. It is the view

of  Democratic Labour Party that a Law Reform

Commission, suitably structured and provided with
adequate resources could perform an important
function by ensuring that the legal system provides a
framework that enables our society to manage
contemporary challenges effectively.

The Law Reform Commission headed by a senior
Attorney-at-Law, will comprise of  a group of  persons
drawn from a wide range of  professions. It’s function
will be advisory. The Commission will be empowered
to consider on its own initiative, or at the invitation
of  the Attorney General, areas of  law that appear to
be in need of  reform. The Commission will then
publish a report concerning any area of  law that it
considers to be in need of  reform, along with its
recommendations for reform.  Those
recommendations may thereafter be implemented
through legislation by Parliament. The structuring of
the Commission will make it possible for it to canvas
the wider views of  the public so that a greater spirit

of  democratic participation may be brought to the

legislative process.  We are firmly of  the view that
the work of  the Commission will provide for a more
effective functioning of  the administrative process

in our country.  We commit to its implementation as

a high priority.
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THE ROYAL BARBADOS

POLICE FORCE
The police are the main civil authority with
responsibility for the maintenance of  law and order
during times of  normalcy. They are the first line of
defence of  our democratic way of  life.  A well-
trained, professional police establishment is essential
to the creation of  an environment that is conducive
to the attraction of  new investments from local and
foreign sources, and the sustained improvement in
the quality of  life of  our people.

THE NEW DEMOCRATIC LABOUR PARTY
ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Continue to upgrade the technical capacity
of  the Force through training;

� Upgrade and expand the range of
management training;

� Replace outdated equipment;

� Continue the refurbishment of  police
stations;

� Refurbish the Central Police headquarters
building;

� Expand the range of  community policing;

� Upgrade the status of  the Regional Police
Training Centre to a College with
consequential upgrading of  curricula.

THE REGIONAL AND

INTERNATIONAL

PROGRAMME
A Democratic Labour Party Government remains
committed to strengthening and deepening the

regional integration process while protecting the
interests of  Barbados. Within the global arena,

Barbados continues to contribute in meaningful ways,
whether in the debate on Climate Change or the
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revitalisation of  the Commonwealth or the

promotion of  the growing spectre of  the rapid rise

of  CNCDs, while engaging the world’s multilateral

agencies – the United Nations, World Bank,

International Monetary Fund, the Inter-American

Development Bank, and the Organisation of

American States. Our championing of  the Green and

Blue Economies goes beyond the participation by

the Hon. Freundel Stuart on the United Nations

Secretary General’s High Level Panel on Climate

Change and our various lobbying efforts at the

diplomatic level. The Government is committed to
implementing the appropriate governance and
administrative structures to manage our on-shore and
off-shore resources.  Our commitment to
representing the interests of  Barbadians in the
Diaspora continues to be a major plank of  our
Foreign Policy.

 Within CARICOM, we will act to ensure that a spirit
of  ‘disagreeing without being disagreeable’ will
prevail among the Heads of  Government.

THE NEW DLP ADMINISTRATION WILL:

� Capitalise on our successful completion of
the delimitation of Barbados’ Extended
Continental Shelf, and commence
negotiations with our neighbours to delimit
our maritime boundaries.

� Expand the Focal Point in the Prime

Minister’s Office and create a structured

linking mechanism with the CARICOM Unit
in the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs, along with
the role of Ambassador to CARICOM, to

promote the regional integration effort.

� Promote the concept of  the Blue Economy
within the CARICOM by advancing the cause

of  the Caribbean Regional Fisheries

Mechanism.

� Complete arrangements with the Republic of

Trinidad and Tobago in bilateral

arrangements relative to Fishing, access to

natural gas and a ferry transport service.

� Continue to cooperate with the Suriname

Initiative and the ‘Jagdeo Initiative’ to

encourage Barbadian entrepreneurs to

explore possibilities to participate in such

Caribbean enterprises.

� Support the initiative of  our local
manufacturers to find trading opportunities
with our CARICOM partners.

� Continue to take a leading role in CARICOM
with special emphasis on the Single Market,
including the freedom of  movement of
Labour and Capital, Harmonized Laws and
Fiscal Policy, Competition Policy,
Procurement Policy, Harmonized Procedures
for establishing business opportunities.

� Continued the deepening of  relations with
the Organisation of  Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS).

� Promote CARIFESTA as a platform for the
expansion of  the creative and cultural
industries and for fostering creative and

cultural entrepreneurs.

� Work to create the concept of  the
CARIBBEAN as a Single Space for visitors
and the concept of  the CARIBBEAN

Civilisation as a unique heritage destination

and experience for Caribbean people and

others.
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CONCLUSION: TOWARDS NATIONAL TRANSFORMATION

WHILE SECURING THE FUTURE OF OUR SOCIETY
Our proud nation has successfully weathered the

greatest economic storm confronting an independent

Barbados.  The resourcefulness of  the Barbadian

people has been central to this success.  The

contributions of all  Barbadians at home and abroad

have been harnessed and will continue to be sought.

As the nation looks forward to its fiftieth year, it must

chart its course in the most challenging of  global
environments.  The threats of  global terrorism and
extremism are ever-present.  The global economic
order is being re-oriented from the West to the East,
and new powers are on the rise.  In Barbados, large
sections of our population are alienated from the
political process.  Traditional Barbadian values are
under assault, and decency and ethical behaviour are
scoffed at.  Despite these challenges, the DLP remains
confident about the future of  Barbados, and
continues to believe that we owe it to the people of
Barbados to demonstrate what a resourceful people
can do within 50 years of  achieving their
Independence. Having been classified by the UN
Human Development Index as enjoying a “very high”
standard of  human development in 2011, we are on
the threshold of  becoming a First World Island
Nation.

In 1966 the DLP promised the people of

Barbados that it would find a way of  using their

collective wisdom and energy to create a Better

Barbados.  It promised better education, better

employment, better goods and services, better

food, better health, better housing, better family

life, better transport, better community life,

better governance and a better quality of  life.

During the past forty-six years we have made

considerable progress toward fulfilling these

promises.  However, forces both global and local

now threaten these gains.  In the face of  a global

economic storm, the old elitists have emerged

from their caves, claiming to have all the answers.

This cannot be so.  Thinking Barbadians who

have benefited from fifty years of  free public

education know better.  Barbados, in comparison

with other developed and developing countries

has done well.  With steady hands on the wheel,

the ship of  state has been weathering the storm.

You also know that the DLP has always stood

for traditional Barbadian values, a caring and

inclusive society, a diversified economy, a

wholesome environment, and good governance.

Our Leader, who embodies decency and ethical

behaviour, fully endorses and represents these

core values.

We have borne the brunt of  the global economic

storm.  We have held the society and economy

together during this crisis; and a new dawn now

beckons.  A second term for this DLP

Administration will see decency and ethical

behaviour at the forefront of  life, the creation of

a new, diversified economy and an onward march

to the Better Barbados of  which we have dreamt

and for which we have prayed and toiled.  Let us

keep Barbados on course.  Let us on Election

Day decide to extend our partnership, and

prepare to celebrate 50 years of  Independence

in 2016..... TOGETHER.
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